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MEMORANDUM FOR FILE 

Ottawa, June 18th, 1954. 

}fonitoring of subversive telephone 
conversations 

The Minister and Deputy Minister of Justice saw the 
president, Mr. Eadie, and the general counsel, Mr. l.funnock, of the 
Bell Telephone Company in Montreal last Friday, June 11th, and 
discussed with them the best means of providing alternative authority 
to continue the substance of Order in Council P.O. 3486 of July 4th, 
1951, in force despite the lapsing of the Emergency Powers Act - the 
authority under which it was originally made. 

Mr. !1unnock had for some time contended that sufficient 
authority for the purposes set out above was contained in section 382 
of the Railway Act. On the other hand, the Vdnisters and officials 
concerned with this matter felt that section 11 of the Official Secrets 
Act probably provided at least as good, if not better statutory authority 
for the monitoring of telephone conversations. It was further pointed 
out that if the government availed itself of the provisions of section 
11 of the Official Secrets Act in this instance, it would be remaining 
within the spirit and intent of that legislation whereas it would be 
difficult to contend that this was so if resort were had to the Railway 
Act. 

The legal and other relevant issuea involved were made 
clear to Messrs. Eadie and Munnock by Mr. Garson and Mr. Varcoe during 
the course of last Friday's meeting in Montreal and it was finally 
agreed that the Bell Telephone Company would be prepared to co-operate 
on the basis of search warrants issued under section 11 of the Official 
Secrets Act provided,-

(a) that the R.C.M. Police continued to pay rental
for the monitoring facilities provided by the
company as is presently the case;

(b) that search warrants under section 11 of the
Official Secrets Act would be issued at Ottawa
only by the Commissioner (or, in his absence,
by one of the Deputy Commissioners) of the
R .c .H. Police;

 
























